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On Nov. 20, Colombia's Constitutional Court denied a petition to annul the process that resulted in
President Ernesto Samper's exoneration last June on charges of accepting drug money to finance
his campaign. However, the court left open the possibility of relaunching the case in the future "if
new compelling evidence" is presented. The House of Representatives exonerated Samper following
formal charges by Chief Prosecutor Alfonso Valdivieso against the Colombian president for illegal
enrichment, a cover-up, and fraud related to multimillion-dollar contributions from the Cali drug
cartel to his election campaign.
Samper has maintained his innocence since accusations first surfaced two days after his 1994
election (see NotiSur 06/24/94). Last June 14, the House, citing insufficient evidence, voted 111-43
to close the case against Samper rather than present it to the Senate (see NotiSur, 06/21/96).
Nevertheless, two court verdicts have confirmed that millions of dollars in drug money found their
way into the coffers of Samper's campaign (see NotiSur, 01/26/96 and 03/26/96). Samper's campaign
manager and former defense minister, Fernando Botero, and the campaign treasurer, Santiago
Medina, were both convicted of accepting money from the cartel and were given prison sentences
(see NotiSur, 08/09/96 and 09/20/96). They are among more than a dozen officials who have either
been convicted or are awaiting trial on charges involving contributions from the cartels.
In the petition presented to the Constitutional Court, former justice minister Enrique Parejo
alleged that the process against Samper conducted by the Accusations Commission of the House of
Representatives was illegal because it did not allow the participation of a community representative.
According to an earlier Supreme Court decision, any citizen can participate in the investigation
of crimes committed by public officials who violate the public trust, especially cases alleging
corruption. Parejo said that the House had denied him his right to take part as a "civic participant"
in the case against Samper, and he also charged that the evidence presented by Valdivieso was not
examined thoroughly by the members of the Accusations Commission.
Parejo, like Samper, is a member of the Partido Liberal. However, he has been one of the president's
strongest critics since the scandal about the drug-money contributions broke. Parejo was minister of
justice from 1982 to 1984. He later survived an assassination attempt, which was presumed to be the
result of his energetic campaign against drug trafficking. Parejo unsuccessfully challenged Samper
for the 1994 presidential nomination for the Partido Liberal. Constitutional Court justice Vladimiro
Naranjo, who was first assigned Parejo's petition, found that it had merit and brought it to the full
court. Naranjo and Eduardo Cifuentes, the two justices who supported Parejo's petition, said the
case should be reopened because the House exceeded its authority in ruling on a criminal matter.
Nevertheless, the Constitutional Court voted 6-2 against the petition, which would have allowed
the case against Samper to be reopened. Parejo said he deeply regretted "that the country lost the
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opportunity to review a legal process and verdict that Colombia should be ashamed of." However,
much media commentary and public opinion regarding the latest decision held that a new trial
would have been a waste of time, since no new proof against Samper has been uncovered and the
composition of the Congress that absolved him in June has not changed. The court decision was
called "predictable" by Oscar Angel, leader of the opposition Partido Socialista de los Trabajadores
(PST), not so much because of the legal merits of the case but because of the political climate in the
country.
Angel said reopening of the case against Samper would be "politically impossible" because of
the implications that it would have for the already deteriorated economy and because it would
contribute to increasing even more the generalized pessimism of the country. Nevertheless,
Angel said that the opposition will continue to press for Samper to step down for the good of the
country. Meanwhile, on Nov. 15 Valdivieso reopened proceedings against three other Samper
allies, Interior Minister Horacio Serpa, former foreign relations minister Rodrigo Pardo, and former
communications minister Juan Manuel Turbay. The three, who were deeply involved in Samper's
campaign, were accused by Valdivieso in 1995 of being involved in the flow of money from the cartel
to the campaign.
A prosecutor appointed by the Supreme Court of Justice investigated the charges and decided
against issuing arrest warrants last May. Later, Valdivieso challenged the decision on procedural
grounds, but did not reopen the investigation at that time. In November, however, he determined
that sufficient evidence existed to warrant reopening the case against the three. On Nov. 18,
Valdivieso authorized his representative to the Supreme Court, Jaime Camacho Florez, to
interrogate Serpa and Pardo about allegations related to the campaign financing.
The formal questioning of Serpa and Pardo will be carried out before Dec. 15. However, on Dec. 3
prosecutors dropped the charges against Turbay, citing a lack of evidence linking him to the case.
After hearing the decision, Turbay issued a statement saying that "Colombian justice, in the midst
of the nation's institutional crisis, continues to be impartial." (Sources: Spanish news service EFE,
11/13/96, 11/17-19/96; Reuter, 11/13/96, 11/15/96, 11/20/96, 11/21/96; Inter Press Service, 11/21/96)
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